by Martin Halo

The smaller New York City
gets in the rear view mirror
it becomes increasingly
evident that the independent
music flooding Manhattan'’s
barrooms is an American
musical paradox that doesn't
necessarily reflect the heart
of the nation. Our musical
tradition wasn't founded upon
post-punk. It was founded
upon black soul, boogie-
woogie and the stories passed
along through Ireland’s
immigrating  grassroots
congregation. They reflected
the struggles of the peasants,
and they acknowledged the
reality of a life that isn't all
white gloves and red carpets.
They took the good with the
bad while focusing on a
revolving message of hope.

As the mountains begin to
soar and the countryside
approaches, music manifests
itself in the form of romping
bluegrass ensembles
serenading moonlight
barbeques. With country-
driven folk embedding itself
in the hills of Carolina, a
growing number of artists are
looking to America’s oldest
tradition for their own
transcendent salvation.

The first day of June stood
as any other late spring
afternoon. Thompson Square
Park is littered with lounging
bodies and desperate street
performers. The Lower East
Side still sleeps as the sun
prepares to make its descent
out of the humidity-laden sky.
A short walk off E. Houston

St.and down Bowery reveals
a secluded eatery, tucked
deep in the heart of the
buildings, accented by
sprawling ivy and an almost
Parisian romance.

Sitting at a corner table
enjoying a glass of white wine
is Jennie Arnau, a singer-
songwriter of country descent.
Arnau’s endeavors have taken
her from a small South
Carolinian town through the
rigors of Nashville's musical
network before plopping her
smack dab in the middle of
New York City for a writing
session that yielded her fourth
full-length LP, entitled Mt.
Pleasant.

“New York eats you up,”
explains Arnau. “I mean, this
city will just swallow you to a
point where it takes you back
to your core. When | first got
here | was really scared, and
I just kind of hunkered down
in my little apartment. | just
gotinto my routine. | wrote a
lot and found out a lot about
myself because | was
spending a lot of time alone
in a really huge, monstrous
town. My energy became
focused.”

Growing up the daughter
of an organ player, Arnau’s
roots are buried south of the
Mason-Dixon. “| picked up the
guitar and wanted to learn
how to play,” she explains. “I
grew up in South Carolina. |
was surrounded by all of these
finger pickers and grassroots
musicians. When | started
playing | was very country
oriented. My dad was an
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organ player and an avid fan.
He had this massive record
collection that | would sit in

front of and rummage through
as akid.
“The music scene in South

Carolina was hasically bands
like .38 Special and the Allman
Brothers, just a lot of classic
Southern Rock, but for some
reason | remember it being
more country. In the Northern
Carolinas there is a different
type of scene, more of an indie
scene. Butwhere | grew up
there was country, from the
real country, to the ‘Oh my god
country,” she says as laughter
follows.

With her influences ranging
from Loretta Lynn to Tori
Amos, Patsy Cline, and PJ
Harvey she crafted a record
of delicately laid compositions
injected with the stomp of a
funeral for a lost friend.

“I had a lot of personal
things going on during the
time that | was writing which
added to the experience,” she
offers. “There were real
downers that made me kind
of introverted. My producer
lived down in New Orleans,
and she lost her house to
Katrina. She lost everything.
This record was a chance for
us to dump a lot of creativity
in one spot,” adds Arnau.

“Things were changing for
me as well because | knew |

was going to be jobless. There
was a lot of tension in my life
and | decided to come to New
York. My job just caved in on
me and | was ready to make
arecord. It just seemed like
a perfect time to go. The
diversity is evident between
the musicians who are young
and the artists that will hop
on a train to see what is out
there. There are artists who
are out roaming, just doing
what they do, and they are
inspiring because they are
timeless in their ethic.
Eventually the tide will roll with
them and things will work.”

Entitled Mt. Pleasant,
Arnau’s effort was released
nationwide on June 26.“It was
a very open process. It took
about eight months to record,
which is kind of a long time.
We recorded it at Battery
Studios, which is part of Jive
and Zomba Music Group. The
sessions were intimate, just
very warm. There was
cohesiveness in the message.
Basically, ‘shit happens and
we can make it through it all,
together.

“| think the idea of music
has changed in the ear of the
listeners and | think it
continues to change. For the
first time I have heard people
say that they are really not
into music,” Arnau says with
a baffled tone. “People who
have club music on in the
background don't look at
music as something that is
lyrical or thought provoking.
But buried deep under the
radar there is still a lot of
relevance,” she adds. “There
is so much influence
embedded in roots music and
the Americana musician that
it is staggering. Itis just that
right now music is reflecting
the times instead of being
timeless.”

Jennie Arnau will be
performing at Arlene’s
Grocery in NYC on Aug.
9. For more information
on Jennie Arnau

including discography,
complete biography,
and additional tour
dates, you can visit her
webpage at
jenniearnau.com

www.theaquarian.com ARTS WEEKLY AUGUST 8, 2007 37





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 240
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 240
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [774.000 1008.000]
>> setpagedevice


